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Press Release:  
Science Park Zakynthos officially opened 
 
The Norwegian ambassador to Greece Mr Sverre Stub officially opened the 
Science Park Zakynthos Tuesday 12 April. The Greek ambassador to Norway 
Mr. Antonios Vlavianos was also present at the inauguration ceremony. 
 
UN-campaign Safe Plan representative Jacqueline Alvarez was attending the opening. Both the Safe 
Planet and the Science Park Zak want to build future relationships and will use the time on Zakynthos 
to look at what specific areas for future collaborations. Safe planet's main goal is to spread awareness 
about the challenges and problems of waste and environmental pollutants globally. 
 
The Norwegian contemporary composer and musician Terje Isungset was invited to perform “Runde” 
(the Norwegian bird Island) which is a musical tribute to the Norwegian area’s natural surroundings 
and life.  The work ’Runde’ has been composed by Mr Isungset. The commissioned work has been 
created with natural sound clips from the bird Island Runde and, among others, uses instruments 
found on the island. Isungset is well known in jazz circles. His achievements include numerous 
recordings and twelve commissions, e.g. for Moldejazz, Vossajazz. And now, commission for Runde 
Environmental Centre. 
 
Scientific research is not complete without its results being communicated. Runde Environmental 
Centre aims to be a central arena for the communication of environmental research. 
With a broad range of potential audiences,  
 
Runde Environmental Centre intends to make use of a variety of ‘languages’ in its science 
communication. Artistic expression represents one such language. 
 
This we would like to mark with the world premiere of ‘Runde’. We invited contemporary composer and 
musician Terje Isungset to write and perform this work for the opening ceremony of Runde 
Environmental Centre, based on impressions and experiences of nature on the island. 
In addition, visual artist Sinnika J Olsen, vocalist Belinda Strand and Runde Choir have all agreed to 
contribute to the ceremony, each by uniquely expressing their thoughts and emotions about the 
region’s natural surroundings and its people. 
 
Norwegian students to Zakynthos in April 
As a first small step of the Science Park Zakynthos collaboration, Norwegian students participate in an 
intensive course in Water and Environmental Engineering at Zakynthos. The course is organized and 
driven by the Norwegian University of Life Science (UMB), with both theoretical and practical training.  
 
The course will take place during the week Monday 11th to Sunday 17th of April. The course-
programme at Zakynthos is a part of the Master of Science study in Water and Environmental 
Engineering at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences. Both the professors from UMB and TEI will 
participate in the teaching activities during this week. 
 

http://www.scienceparkzakynthos.org/
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Zakynthos-project starts off with UN Campaign 
The UN Campaign Safe Planet will be represented at the opening ceremony of Science Park 
Zakynthos April 12. Safe planet's main goal is to spread awareness about the challenges and 
problems of waste and environmental pollutants globally. 
 
The United Nations Campaign Safe Planet sets out to ensure the safety of human health and the 
environment against hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 
The research activities in the Science Park falls right into the scope of what the Safe Planet focuses 
on. Hazardous chemicals can find its way to our bodies trough the environment and also trough food. 
The Science Park Zakynthos-collaboration seeks to find solutions to the water problem: As does the 
UN campaign. Making people aware and create sustainable solutions is so to speak a common goal of 
the Safe Planet campaign and Science Park Zakynthos.  
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safe_Planet 
http://www.dagsavisen.no/innenriks/article514128.ece 
 
A Non-profit Organisation established to supports the Collaboration 
The Science Park Zakynthos Association is a non-profit membership organisation, established to give 
economical support to the students and to research activities in the Science Park Zakynthos 
collaboration. The aims is fund raising and grant awards, on behalf of the Spyros Therianos Memorial 
Fund.  
 
The purpose of the Spyros Therianos Memorial Fund (owned and safeguarded by the Association) is 
by scholarship and grants award to support students exchange and research activities in collaboration 
between Greece and Norway.  Through a membership in the Association people support the 
Association´s work to achieve the aim with the Spyros Therianos Memorial Fund.  
 
The Science Park Zakynthos Association operates in Norway (where the management address is), 
and Greece. 
 
Spyros Therianos was a Greek philanthropist from Zakynthos, a farmer, a politician with a social 
vision, and rich social activity. He was one of the founding members of a foundation to support the 
establishment of the Ionian University.  
 
 
For more information about Science Park Zakynthos Collaboration please contact:  
 
Mr. Knut Werner Lindeberg Alsén 
kwalsen@online.no, Phone (0047) 48 89 31 72 
Project leader 
 
Dr. Adamantia Kampiotis 
Research manager 
Email: akampiot@teiion.gr 
Telephone: (0030) 6986 15 1264 
 
 
 
------------------------ 

Background:  
 
On Monday 22th November 2010 the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB) and the 
Technological Educational Institute (TEI) of Ionian Islands signed an agreement Memorandum of 
Understanding. This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the two universities is intended 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safe_Planet
http://www.dagsavisen.no/innenriks/article514128.ece
mailto:kwalsen@online.no
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to facilitate a collaborative programme of training, research curriculum and institutional development, 
dissemination of information and exchange of faculty, students and staff.  
 
Students training at Zakynthos 
As a first small step of the Science Park Zakynthos collaboration Norwegian students will participate in 
an intensive course at Zakynthos (water, technology and environment) organized and driven by the 
Norwegian University of Life Science, with both theoretical and practical training. This will happens 
during the week Monday 10th to Sunday 17th of April. The programme this week at Zakynthos is a part 
of the Master of Science study (Water and Environmental Engineering) at the Norwegian University of 
Life Sciences. Both the professors from UMB and TEI will participate in the teaching during this week.  
 
In the future the collaboration intends to involve student and professor exchange between the 
institutions and countries. 
 
A testfield location  
Therianos Farm & Villas (Kallithea, Alykes) have committed to be the practical facilitator and a testfield 
location for student training and research. When this testfield location is ready for student training and 
research, the farm will be an important part of the collaboration between the three partners.  
 
The subject-areas in the collaboration between the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB), 
Technological Educational Institute (TEI) of Ionian Islands and the Therianos Farm & Villas is water 
reduction and water reuse, plus teaching, research and environmental technology development 
between Norwegian and Greek industry.  
 

About the partners: 
 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences 
The Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB) is recognized as a leading international centre of 
knowledge, focusing on higher education and research in environment and biosciences. The 
University’s main specialization areas are biology, food, environment, land use, and natural resource 
management. 
 
The Norwegian University of Life Sciences is a centre for national and international environmental 
research, focusing on the sustainable use and management of terrestrial and aquatic resources, 
including the use of the natural environment for increased human and animal welfare. The centre 
organizes interdisciplinary research groups within the fields of natural science, social science and 
engineering. Environmental research at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences is of high 
international standing, and is based on extensive national and international networks.  
 
Department of Mathematical Sciences and Technology (IMT) 
Department of Mathematical Sciences and Technology (IMT) has about 80 employees and has about 
600 students. IMT is responsible for 20 teaching and research laboratories, engineering workshops, a 
fish farm and a meteorological station. The department is responsible for technology education at 
UMB, the discipline-oriented bachelor's programs and for teacher training. In addition, IMT is 
responsible for the basic courses offered to all UMB studies in the subjects of physics, mathematics 
and computer science. The collaboration between TEI and UMB will involves student and professor 
exchange related to the 5-year master in water and environmental Engineering.  
www.umb.no/about-umb 
 
For more information about UMB, please contact:  
Dr. Arve Heistad Associated Professor  
E-mail: arve.heistad@online.no 
Phone: (0047) 90 11 55 43 
 
Mr. Knut Werner Lindeberg Alsén 
kwalsen@online.no, Phone (0047) 48 89 31 72 

http://www.umb.no/about-umb
mailto:kwalsen@online.no
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Technological Educational Institute (TEI) of Ionian Islands 
The Technological Educational Institute (TEI) of Ionian Islands is comprised of 8 departments which 
are located on three different islands of the Ionian Sea in Western Greece. The Administrative Center 
of the Institute is located on the Kefalonia, the largest of the three islands. The departments offer a 
Bachelor’s degree and they are divided among the different islands as follows: 

Lefkada Island: 
1. Department of Information Technology & Telecommunications 
2. Department of Applications of IT in Administration & Economy 

Kefalonia Island: 
1. Department of Organic Farming Technology & Foods 
2. Department of Business Administration 
3. Department of Public Relations & Communication 
4. Department Sound Technology & Music Instruments 

Zakynthos Island: 
1. Department of Protection & Maintenance of Cultural Heritage 
2. Department of Environmental Technology and Ecology 
 

For more information about TEI, please contact:  
Dr. Dionysios Koulougliotis, Department Chairman, Associate Professor 
2 Calvou Sq., 29100, Zakynthos, Greece 
dkoul@teiion.gr, Phone: (00 30) 69 44 61 81 11 

 
Therianos Farm & Villas  
Therianos Farm & Villas is an agro tourism provider inside the Therianos Farm. The farm has 20 acres 
with traditional organic, zakynthian crops; grapes, vines, raisins and many species of fruit trees and 
flowers. The Farm produce extra virgin olive oil, applying the principles of organic farming in an area of 
30 acres at the foot of the mountain Kallithea.  
 
Therianos Farm & Villas offering accommodation with environmental, cultural and social values in the 
picture of rural life and greek authenticity. The services offered to visitors, is the residence, 
participation in the work of the farm, contact with animals and birds of the land, tranquillity and beauty 
of nature, human contact and communication. 
 
Therianos Farm & Villas (Kallithea, Alykes) have committed to be a location and practical facilitator in 
the collaboration between the Technological Educational Institute and the Norwegian University of Life 
Sciences and their futures partners.  
www.therianos.gr 
 
For more information about the Therianos Family Farm, please contact:  
Mr Dimitris Therianos 
info@therianos.gr, Phone: (0030) 69 79 11 33 66 
 
Science Park Zakynthos Association 
The Science Park Zakynthos Association is a non-profit membership organisation, established to give 
economical support to the students and to research activities in the Science Park Zakynthos 
collaboration.  
 
The aims is fund raising and grant awards, on behalf of Spyros Therianos Memorial Fund. The 
purpose of the Spyros Therianos Memorial Fund (owned and safeguarded by the Association) is by 
scholarship and grants award to support students exchange and research activities in collaboration 
between Greece and Norway.   
 
Through a membership in the Association people support the Association´s  work to achieve the aim 
with the Spyros Therianos Memorial Fund.  
 

mailto:dkoul@teiion.gr
http://www.therianos.gr/
mailto:info@therianos.gr
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The Science Park Zakynthos Association operates in Norway (where the management address is), 
and Greece. 
 
Spyros Therianos was a greek philanthropist,  farmer and political from the greek island Zakynthos, 
and one important contributor to the founding of a university on the Ionian Islands.  
 
For more information about the Science Park Zakynthos Association, please contact:  
Knut Werner Lindeberg Alsén (President) 
kwalsen@online.no 
Phone (0047) 48 89 31 72 
 
 

mailto:kwalsen@online.no

